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VICTORY  IN  IRAQ
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A year ago, the US military’s tactic of “shock and awe” bewildered battalions of Iraqi soldiers who chose to discard their uniforms rather than to fight against the awesome American war machine.  The American blitzkrieg drove a minimal number of US troops to Baghdad and other key Iraqi cities in record time.  City after city fell with little opposition as Iraqi civilians cheered US and coalition troops as liberators from tyranny.  The American death toll was exceptionally low for a military operation of this magnitude and scope.  More troops died from unfamiliarity with the terrain, mishaps, mistakes, friendly fire and accidents than from actual combat.


All the threats of chemical or biological counterattacks by Saddam’s elite Republican Guards and regular divisions did not occur, which probably saved thousands of American lives, not to mention high numbers of Iraqis.  The occupation of Iraq almost seemed like a cakewalk as all the bravado of a mad tyrant dissipated into the desert sands.


Beneath this veneer of relative acquiescence lurked the hundreds of thousands of Sadam loyalists, military men and fighters who had retreated and hid among women and children to avert the initial battles against US and British troops.  Have they been waiting for an opportunity to rear their ugly heads to fight the free world now?  And if so, why now and not a year ago?  What elements have changed in the US and Iraq to embolden Iraqis to challenge the US coalition and Iraqi security forces?


The political terrain in America has changed significantly subsequent to Senator Kerry’s victory in his party’s primary.  A politically unstable Iraq has also become a magnet for international terrorists.  President Bush has stated on several occasions that it is better to fight terrorists on their soil rather than on our home front.  No loyal and rational American patriot would dispute the wisdom of our President’s tactic to take the fight to the terrorists. It’s far better to fight terrorists on the streets of Baghdad than on Main Street.  Why then, according to the anti-Bush media and anti-war activists are we being urged to pull out of Iraq?  Why should America quit and be seen as losers?


Changing terrorist tactics have also transformed public perception and reaction to terrorism.  After the destruction of 911, America’s stock market lost over 20% of its value as airline and other stocks plunged due to investor uncertainty and fears.  Many businesses both large and small were driven into bankruptcy.  It took more than a year for the US economy to turn from recession to recovery primarily due to President Bush’s economic stimulus policies.  But beneath the apparent gains in consumer confidence and stock market rebound is the realization that the economic bubble could burst with the next major terrorist attack on our homeland.


As both President Bush and National Security Advisor Condi Rice have iterated, we must be right 100% of the time to be successful, but terrorists need to succeed only once to make us a failure.  Vegas odds are far better.  The mindset of our citizenry must change to reflect a more realistic assessment of our national resolve after the next terrorist attack on our homeland.  Our government infrastructure must make pragmatic logistical decisions and develop strategic plans to deal with each potential terrorist scenario and its probable consequence on the US economy, infrastructure, civil, social and religious institutions.  We must identify and prepare local, state and federal leaders to work together on post-terrorism recovery plans.  We must avert the possibility that a worse case scenario of multiple nuclear detonations in our cities could cripple our economy and lead to massive civil rebellion.


The lesson of the Madrid bombings has emboldened terrorists to use violence as a tactic to extort the votes of opposition forces to overthrow the legitimate government of Spain.  There should be no doubt that terrorists will attempt to employ similar tactics, but more horrendous, to sway voters to oust President Bush.  Their confidence swells as anti-Bush forces fight the political battle to erode public support of our President’s anti-terrorism and Iraq strategies.  America’s enemies gain strength in knowing the American media is generally pitching their tents against President Bush’s re-election in favor of an anti-war sympathizer and activist.  Senator Kerry and the Jewish controlled television media are playing right into the hands of international terrorists by showing weakness in their resolve to defeat Iraqi insurgents and international terrorists overseas.


The media and Democrats want to point the finger of blame for 911 and Iraq on President Bush and his Republican administration instead of placing the real blame on where it belongs.  Let’s not presume the public’s memory has faded to the point they no longer remember it was bin Laden,  al Queda and their financiers, supporters and sympathizers who were solely responsible for attacking America.  Relying on this partisan blame game tactic in attempting to discredit President Bush only encourages bin Laden, al Queda and other international terrorists to launch another major attack on America.  As long as they feel Americans are sharply divided, then America is perceived as weak and ripe for attack.  And after they succeed, don’t be surprised if bin Laden will again issue another videotape where he can grin, boast, and smirk about all the people his zombies have killed in America.


If we truly want to prevent another terrorist attack on our homeland, on this one subject both Democrats and Republicans must present a unified front to the world.  Terrorists must realize that no matter who will be in the White House after November, the war on terrorism will not cease until this scourge against democracy, freedom, enlightenment and civilization has ceased to exist forever.  Americans must realize and accept that this war on terrorism and international terrorists is generational because already entire generations of extremists have been taught and trained to hate us.


The American media and Democrats, beginning with Senator Kerry should exert more prudence and responsibility in their public statements regarding our government’s war strategy against Iraqi insurgents, bin Laden, and violent religious zealots whose fanatical followers attack our troops and the world’s civilians.  If we pull out of Iraq before our job is done, we will leave a vacuum that will invariable lead to the rise of the next group of anti-American tyrants.  America’s resolve would become a joke as our enemies will feel bid Laden was correct in stating the US is a paper tiger.  If we fail in Iraq and withdraw on the account of even thousands of US combat deaths, we will prove to the world that Americans are weak and will run if they get too bloodied in a fight.  That certainly would not honor all our troops who have already died or have been wounded serving our nation to keep the fight over there instead of our own backyards.


When terrorists are successful in their next attack on America, all Americans must be prepared to fight for our survival.  We must not allow bullies and terrorists to make us into chopped liver.  We must prepare our nation and people for the bigger fight to come, because it is highly likely that it will be coming our way before November’s election day.  The war on terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan must not become the nation dividing political fodder that serves only to strengthen the hands of our enemies.  We must remain united in our resolve to rid the world of groups who kill people for political and financial gain.  The Iraq War is not another Vietnam because there was no communist plan or capability to explode briefcase nukes in our cities during the Vietnam War.  Bin Laden changed and removed the rules of war by his proven strategy to target American civilians and cities.  United we stand, divided we fall.  It happened to the Greeks, Romans and many other great civilizations in the past.  United they stood, divided they fell.  We must not allow America to follow the proven path to self-destruction that other great civilizations have shown in our not too distant past.  So help us God.

