What’s Love Got To Do With It?

Most people will probably agree that “sacrifice” and “forgiveness” are two human behaviors that constitute major elements of “true love.”  Oftentimes, the concept of “love” is used interchangeably with the word “passion” – being passionate about one self, others, activities, possessions, ideals or whatever.

The war in Iraq is a human drama, filled with both hope and tragedy within the context of love, hate, principles, and idealism.  It is also an excellent example of the interplay between sacrifice, forgiveness, and passion.

Certainly our troops in harms way sacrifice much to fulfill their duties in the war. All have left loved ones behind, careers, and property – people, things, and activities that they love – for a miserable and hostile physical and social-political environment where it is difficult if not impossible to know those who are genuinely friendly versus foes bent on killing them and destroying American symbols.

Why do these brave soldiers serve our nation away from their families and the comforts of life in a technologically advanced and relatively peaceful country, and instead toil away in a hostile foreign land, many losing lives or limbs to the effort?

We know they sacrifice much.  We know many would prefer to be home with their families.  We also know over 90% of those who have served in Iraq re-enlist for additional tours when they could have easily returned to civilian life.  Does that mean these re-enlistees enjoy the battlefield, or perhaps they have loyalty and a passion for something bigger than themselves?

Could it be these troopers actually have a passion for defending our nation from the advancement of terrorists and religious extremists?   Why would the Tillman brothers both give up lucrative professional sports contracts to serve our nation in the greater War on Terrorism?  It’s certainly not for the action and hardships, which they could have obtained on the “field of dreams.”  It’s certainly not for financial rewards that are unobtainable on the battlefields.  We can only conclude that the Tillman brothers and other patriotic families believe in America’s ideals and security so much that they gladly volunteer to put their lives in harms way, and to sacrifice their bodies for our beloved nation and its people. 

Indeed, the courage and heroics that epitomize and define the true heroic sacrifices that vast majority in our armed forces make on a daily basis should never be overshadowed by the sensationalistic press that emphasizes the errors of the few.  We owe more to our patriotic troopers than to denigrate their great sacrifices because battlefield stress and fatigue make a few go nuts.  Our Jew-ruled press has a moral obligation to celebrate our heroes and not to bring them down as they’ve been doing all these years.  God bless America!

