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The Display of Patriotism Immediately After 9/11/01
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 America and the world witnessed an upsurge in patriotism all over the U.S. in the months subsequent to the tragic terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  Many Americans heard the call for action, and despite some trepidation, the vast majority of Americans supported our courageous leaders, military, and public safety people to begin the fight against global terrorism and terrorist states who encourage, finance, and harbor terrorists.


One such American, who identifies himself as Phil American, was listening to President George W. Bush speak about 911 during a state visit to the White House by the President of the Philippines.  He heard President Bush ask the American people to join in the fight against terrorism, and to help.  He thought he heard our President state, “I want to hear from Phil….” President Bush then completed his sentence, and stated “Philippines.”  But that was enough to get Phil American working thinking about ways to defeat terrorists.

  
In the weeks and months that followed, Phil American, sent emails and faxes to our President, Senators, news media, the FBI, Department of Homeland Security, and other law enforcement agencies. Phil American proposed various ideas, which he entitled The Three “Ts” that described terrorist tactics, and The Four “Ts” that described tactics our government could use to fight Al Qaeda and terrorism, which included Taking the Fight to Them.  He proposed an outline and budget for a Homeland Security Plan, and encouraged Senators to support our President by implementing The Bush Doctrine, which takes the fight to the heartland of the terrorists, so we would not have to fight them on our homeland.


Under the email address of loyal911american@netscape.net, Phil sent regular ideas to our President, political leaders, and the news media.  Phil American has no way of knowing if any of his messages were ever read or considered by our government; however, he was very gratified to see our President, Congress, and other political leaders take courageous steps in a sustained attempt to prevent future 911’s.  Now, as time has passed, the single voice that we witnessed between our executive and legislative branches and the national news media has waned, and with the election year ahead, has become politicized once again.


We will reprint some of the emails that Phil American wrote to our national leaders in the near future.  The issue of patriotism has taken on a negative context in the years following the Vietnam War, with the news media, anti-war activists, liberals, and left-wing legalists who attack our Constitution, and an entire generation of college professors have attempted to brainwash our students to reject plain ol’ American patriotism. Flag waving, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, and open displays of patriotism became equated with being a “right-winger”, which was a coded word that was equated with being racist.
Immediately following 911, Americans from all walks of life, native born and immigrants alike, all felt what it really means to be an American, and to live in a great democracy with legal protections of our individual freedoms.  We were proud, and we were not going to let a few terrorists take that away from us.  We were not going to cower before the world over a big bloody nose.  We were going to fight back, whenever, wherever, and whatever it takes, and however long until the scourge of terrorism is eliminated.  We went into Afghanistan, then Iraq.  Our military victories were swift, with minimal lost of life to our troops (just compare to all other wars!), and civilian populations in the war zones.  Naturally, we expected the policing and rebuilding portion subsequent to wars almost always takes more time, expense, effort, and usually additional lost of lives.  And we are witnessing that now.

President Bush is right.  We will not run!  One of the major reasons Bin Laden felt he could attack America was because the world had the impression that the Vietnam War took away our guts to fight wars against despots.  They saw America as a paper tiger, filled with lazy and self-indulgent people.  Now that we’re proving to the world that Americans have the courage to go the long haul, too many nations criticize the U.S.A. for being too aggressive!  Bull on that.

What is patriotism?  It’s the feeling of being an American, not in a jingoistic way, but in one’s heart and gut.  There’s no way to explain the feeling, but you know it when you feel it.  It’s like trying to explain what it feels “to be in love.”  You only know it when you feel it.  And when you feel it, you know it for sure.  And so, patriotism is to love one’s nation, its people, ideals, and way of life.  Certainly, nothing is ever perfect, but people who criticize America are also the same people who are at a loss to name one nation on the face of the earth, or in the entire history of human beings that can come close to the shining example of humanity that has been America!  There’s an inherent obligation to criticism, that of suggesting better alternatives, choices, improvements, or solutions; otherwise, zip it!
Critics are often like non-voters who want everybody to hear their opinionated political perspectives, which don’t change anything as long as they don’t participate in the democratic process that sets America apart from 95% of the world.  So next time the “Stars Spangled Banner” is sung at a stadium, stand up proudly, sing loudly, and salute our flag for which it stands.... bravery, loyalty, freedom and respect for all our troops who have given their lives to defend America’s honor and way of life.  Let’s all be proud, and say “God Bless America” again and again and again.
