IRAQ

I'd be interested in anyone's opinions about our situation in Iraq, specifically whether we should pull our troops out and let the religious militias fall into a civil war (somewhat of an irony when most people tend to think of religion as humanitarian and peaceful ideals, yet it's been the motivation, besides greed, for many of the wars in history), or should we continue to see our courageous volunteer troopers get killed and maimed... and for what?  Sure, at the beginning the multiple motives for going to war was regime change - to remove Saddam and to try to install a friendly democracy so we can have steady access to oil - and who knows what oil companies and investment interests drove that policy behind the scenes?

Now, our access to the oil is questionable, as we've spent more money and lives than maybe the oil is worth in the short run (but certainly a trillion barrels of oil is of national strategic interest to us, no doubt).  Our national and global dependency on oil is the root of much global conflict since WW2, and most of the hotbeds of violence just happen to be in strategic locations where oil resources exist, or where the potential route for an oil pipeline is possible.  

During the time of Columbus, war was all about yellow gold, to be replaced in modern times by wars for black gold.  Maybe if we spend more time and resources developing alternative energy technologies, we can greatly lessen our oil dependency and consequently the great influence on foreign policy that is held by oil company tycoons and CEO's with mega millions in executive compensation packages.

When Spain sacked the New World of its gold, the Spanish Armada was defeated by the English and Spain lost it's global dominance.  England rose to become the top dog, until Germany broke her economic back during WW2, which resulted in a global nationalization of 3rd World countries.  After the USSR was dismantled by its economic bankruptcy, America remains the sole economic and military superpower.  But the greater threat of global Islamic extremism and the unconscionable levels of civilian violence they seek to cast upon westernized nations, and specifically the United States - known to Arabs as the protector of Zionism - is appalling.  

If America continues to throw money down this bottomless pit, is it possible we will end up like the Spanish, English, and Russians before us?  Perhaps we need to step back, redeploy our troops to border areas to keep al Queda, Syrians, and Iranian fighters from entering Iraq - then allow the Iraqis to duke it out among themselves.  After the dust clears, we make peace with the winners.  And should the winning factions be hostile to us, we can fight them as clear foes, and not put our troops in harms way not knowing who is friend and who is foe.

I'm not so sure it's America's job to solve other nations' internal conflicts, even if it appears inhumane.  That's the job of the United Nations, to which we can contribute if it's in our national interest or in the interest of global peace.  Our military's job is to protect America from external attack, or from sabotage by agents of external enemies who may be disguised as local residents.  Our CIA's job is to figure out who all our enemies really are, whether they are posing as friends, and what strategies would work best in the short and long term - and it's intended and potential unintended consequences. Dept. of Homeland Security and the FBI are responsible for domestic terrorist threats assessment and counter measures, supported by state and local law enforcement.

We live in a complex world of competing economic motives, disguised as religious and ethnic conflicts that are secretly supported by global stakeholders from competing camps.  I'm not convinced America's role should be to blindly go where global oil company executives and oil brokers want us to go.  We need Congress to develop a rational and national energy policy that prevents us from being the puppets of oil conglomerates, multi-national corporations and their international financiers.  Fighting for oil profits is nothing more than blood money, and now we know every mile we drive gasoline-powered vehicles, it comes at the cost of American blood and the blood of innocent victims - so called collateral damage.  As for the religious fanatics, let them kill each other so there will be less of them for us to fight in the future. 

Let's push for more hybrid vehicles so we can clean up the environment and prevent global oil politics that lead to wars.  Hey, here's a radical thought - is there an answer to John Lennon's dream - what if we could “imagine a world with no religion too"?  Historically, the primary causes of human suffering have been wanton greed, religion, power lust by madmen, and a world too often filled with brainless and illiterate people willing to fight for mindless ideologies that demanded complete blind faith.  Will this ever stop?  I hope so, but I guess not.

