Illegal Immigration Issues
 

 

The illegal immigration issue has become embroiled in emotional sensationalism fed by political and media hype to the point where the real issues have become obscured.  We all know America is a land of immigrants who have helped to build this nation’s industries, infrastructure, and contributed to its pursuit of science and the arts.  America is uniquely diverse and rich in comparison to other nations, which are typically homogenous either racially, ethnically, or by religious following.  If one were to visit Germany, you would no doubt find few non-Germanic people.  Similarly the national population stock is highly homogenous in Japan, Sweden, Norway, England, Ireland, Taiwan, China, Mexico, and so on throughout the entire world.  The world is segmented according to racial, ethnic, and religious homogeneity… except in the United States of America, the undisputed stew pot of the world.
 
Our nation’s history clearly demonstrates an innate hostility for immigrants, who had to endure exclusion laws, racial and economic prejudices.  Consequently, first through third generation immigrants have found it difficult to blend into the majority culture, which is based upon Anglo-European roots with a Christian foundation.  But despite the initial resistance and prejudice displayed by Anglo-Saxon Americans toward ethnic and racial minorities, our nation has given unparalleled economic opportunities to its non-white groups. Jewish people changed their last names to escape post-WW2 prejudices, and only in America can their 3 percent of the population own approximately a third of our nation’s wealth, control its banking system, and a broad range of essential industries.  Only in America can we go to Wal-Mart to buy Christmas gifts made in China and enjoy the luxury of a foreign made Lexus or Mercedes.  The prohibition era also gave extraordinary opportunities for the rise of the Italian Mafia, which now has become legitimized and owners or controllers of much of the wealth in several major service and investment sectors. No doubt the grandchildren of today's drug lords will likely be among our future corporate executives and politicians.
 

This success story is repeated by each minority group, and while much of African-American descendants of forced slavery continue to be left behind in their racial ghettos, and many Native Americans remain on their small reservations, and Mexicans and other Latinos toil in our fields to pick America’s food for relatively low wages, there has been a wealth of individuals from these groups who are experiencing the American dream of home ownership, business ownership, college education, fame and fortune.  It is highly doubtful these opportunities are so readily available in other lands for its national minorities.  America is indeed special, the land of the free and land of opportunities, and while multi-generational Americans have not made it easy for new immigrants, in the long run immigrants have prevailed and flourished in this great land, and examples of wealthy and successful individuals from minority backgrounds are abundant.
So why the big fuss about illegal immigration now?  There are several issues motivating the current crack down on illegal immigration, the least of which is simply because it’s illegal.  To understand the issues surrounding illegal immigration, it would be helpful to use the analogy of homeownership in a community governed by an association.  In these types of typically gated communities, there are rules and more rules that are hypothetically designed to maintain the value of the properties in the communities while resolving issues of concern to its member property owners – citizens and residents of the housing tract.
 
Illegal immigration can be compared to allowing squatters to freely enter private communities to roam, forage, and live anywhere they want.  Illegal immigration can be compared to allowing these uninvited people to run extension cords to owned properties to freely suck electricity paid by homeowners, freely walk into private homes to raid the refrigerators, take books, and use backyards for entertaining their friends and family, who are also uninvited.  The consequence of the mass influx of 12 million or more illegal aliens has obviously burdened the public sector that provides free services paid by taxpayers far more than illegal aliens contribute in taxes, much of which is unreported cash labor.
 
Yet, society needs immigrant workers to pick our nation’s crops, clean the hotels and office buildings, and do an assortment of low-skill laborer type jobs.  Over the past generation, many such workers have risen in their ranks, and now enjoy high paying supervisory and management jobs where their Spanish fluency has become a requisite for industries highly saturated by Hispanic workers, many of whom are illegal immigrants. Certain segments of the business sector depend on relatively low paid immigrant labor to survive and prosper.
 

Long-term political issues revolve around the threat of a potential Hispanic block of voters who could be in a position to rewrite our nation’s laws if 12 million Mexican and Central American immigrants who snuck across our borders are granted citizenship and the right to vote.  If granted citizenship, this 12 million will be able to sponsor relatives from south of the border and have American born children, which will add another 36 to 50 million Latinos to our voter rolls.  The political ramifications are obvious, as Hispanics will have more clout than all other minority groups combined, and would be able as a voting block to become capable of electing the U.S. President.
 
No other minority group in America has grown so dramatically, as combined immigration from Africa, Europe, and Asia is paltry when compared to Hispanic migration from their homelands.  Many Americans fear that within 50 years, unchecked, illegal immigration from our southern neighbors will profoundly change the course of the American culture and political system, as Mexicans will be able to “take back” lands that they lost in the Battle of the Alamo and California annexation.  It would then be possible to include all the southern portion of the United States that is California, Arizona, and Texas – and call it New Mexico.  The unspoken fear is that one day America will be celebrating Cinco de Mayo instead of the 4th of July!
Whites currently comprise approximately two-thirds of our nation’s population, blacks around 12%, Hispanic around 14% (illegal aliens around 4%), Asians 3%, and Jews 3%, and 1% others.  In 1900, whites accounted for 80% of the American population, 12% were African-Americans, and less than 5% were of Hispanic origin, 2% Jewish and 1% Asian and others.  Within a century, whites have seen their plurality plummet 13%, predominantly due to the influx of Mexican nationals.  The rate of all types of immigration of non-whites have greatly increased in the last 50 years, with Mexican nationals adding another 20 billion to America’s population that has recently topped 300 million.  If this trend continues, whites will become a national minority by the next century, if not sooner – and this is of great concern to those stakeholders who want to maintain the Anglo-Saxon heritage of America’s founders.
 
What then is a sensible immigration policy that attempts to balance the books, allay deep-rooted fears, and implement existing laws without singling out any particular race or ethnic group?  First, the criminal element in the illegal immigrant population must be weeded out and deported, or imprisoned for serious crimes.  Hardworking undocumented workers should be issued 2 year renewable biometric work permit cards to allow them to remain in the U.S. as long as they are gainfully employed and paying their fair share of taxes.  There shouldn’t be a “path to citizenship” for those who have entered our country illegally, whether they walked across the desert, were smuggled here in shipping containers, or overstay their student or tourist visas.  There are hundreds of thousands who have applied for permanent residency and/or citizenship through lawful means, and to allow lawbreakers the same privileges that law-abiding residents have waiting many years to earn would seriously undermine our legal and political system.
 
In cases of deportation, children of illegal immigrants would have to leave with their parents in order not to break up their families.  In the case of children of illegal immigrants born on American soil, these children who accompany their parents during deportation may apply for “green cards” when they turn 18, and get in line to become U.S. citizens behind those already ahead of them.  In the cases of parents who are approved for work permits, their foreign-born minor children may stay with them in this country and when they turn 18, be eligible to apply for permanent residency, but never be granted citizenship.  However, children of legal permanent residents born on American soil are automatically U.S. citizens.  Persons who have entered the U.S. illegally can never be granted “green cards” or citizenship, even if their children may have been born on American soil. This policy should apply to all illegal immigrants from any country.
 
Going back to our property owner analogy, the community can permit workers who are needed to service the community temporary permission to stay as long as they perform a needed job.  The criminal elements are kicked out or put in jail.  Children of the documented workers can stay and enroll in community schools as long as their parents are paying taxes, directly through home ownership, payroll and other consumer taxes, or indirectly by paying rent to landlords.  The wall around the community would have to be electronically monitored and made more formidable to keep out those who do not have permission to stay.  In this manner, the community can continue to prosper, and there won’t be people taking over homeowners’ properties and running up their homeowner expenses and burdening them with additional infrastructure maintenance expenses.
 
I’d like to hear your thoughts, as political solutions to this issue seems to have settled on mass deportation and a 2,000 mile wall.  I believe there are workable solutions that can incorporate necessary levels of deportation along with a fortified border, but could retain some rational and humanistic level of compromise that can benefit legal residents of America, all of whom spring from immigrant backgrounds at some point in their heritage (except for Native Americans who were already occupying this New World before the 1400’s and who lost their lands so all our subsequent generations of immigrants and their offspring could flourish).  While it’s not an impossible task to deport 12 million illegal immigrants (at the rate of 100 per day per 350 cities over a one year period), we must recognize that certain industries are immigrant dependent and could no longer function if a severely segmented labor shortages are unwittingly created.  We must also examine the potential unintended consequences of overly simplistic solutions.
 
 
